
Haslingfield Village Skatepark 
Unfortunately, our much loved, but very 
tired skatepark hasn’t held up 
well through the winter 
period, another 
major section 
of a wooden 
ramp has 
rotted away 
and as a result it 
has been closed for 
the last few months. 

On a positive note, the 
skatepark committee have 
made good progress with proposals 
to replace the skatepark. The most 
recent meeting reviewed tenders and selected a preferred contractor to be 
recommended at the next parish council meeting in February. When approved, 
we can then move into the next stages of the project which will be applying for 
funding, finalising the design, and making a start on the build process. It is 
unlikely that the completion of the new Skatepark will be until Spring 2023 so 
we are trying hard to arrange for repairs to the existing skatepark so it can be 
opened again as soon as possible. 

One area where the preferred contractor scored particularly well was on their 
actions to improve their Environment and Sustainability credentials – given that 
Haslingfield Parish Council has declared a Climate Emergency this is a very 
important area which the company are very conscious of – one example being 
the ability to provide a concrete mix that they have developed which has a third 
less of a carbon impact compared to the mix previously used. By using concrete 
we will not only provide a more exciting experience but also avoid the issues of 
rotting wood that has caused the existing skatepark to be closed so many times 
in recent years.

If you are a user or a potential user of the skatepark and you are interested in 
helping us on this project, perhaps by giving views on the design as it is  
finalised, please do get in touch with Councillor Ben Mavely on  
ben.mavely@haslingfieldparish.co.uk
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The Precept is the Parish Council budget which is set by the council in January and collected from all households in 
the village through 2022/2023 Council Tax bills.

Although all of the Council’s costs are rising at present, it was recognised that all households are seeing price rises 
in everything they buy and will also be seeing significant increases in energy costs during the year, so the Precept 
has been held at the 2021/2022 level. Furthermore, as there has been an increase in the number of properties in 
the village since last year, the actual cost for a typical Band D property will fall by 1%.

Precept 2022-2023

Drawing of the  
proposed new 

Skatepark



Climate Change Emergency
In the September 2021 Parish Council meeting the majority of the Parish Councillors supported the need the 
declare a climate emergency in the village. The most recent intention is to not support planning applications for a 
new building without evidence of solar panels, ground/air source heating and a high standard of insulation. If this is 
the only reason for objection, then this will be made clear to the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning team.

Broadband Update 
The parish council are pleased to report that the 
County Broadband fast fibre project has now moved 
into its final stages. Most of the residents that have 
signed up will by now have received your install date. County Broadband are hoping to have all households in 
the village up and running by the end of February 2022 and they are also providing a free connection to the 
Village Hall, where a free public Wi-Fi connection will be available.

A big thanks to all that have supported the project and thus helped future proof our village for generations  
to come.
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch  
and village ECO Event 

East West Rail Update 
by Dr William Harrold 
Funding for the East West Rail central section was conspicuous by its absence in the Chancellor’s Autumn spending 
review SR21. Section 4.65 makes no mention of funding for EWR although it does mention the work on the A428.

Shortly afterwards, at the request of Dr William Harrold – Cambridge Approaches, the county council asked the 
Department for Transport whether the railway line is still to be funded and Cambridge County Council confirmed in 
January 2022 that they had not received any response to their enquiry. 

Parties supporting the EWR have questioned why 
funding was not confirmed EWR Co. have not 
committed to a firm timeline for their response to last 
year’s consultation.

In addition to this Mr Anthony Brown MP wrote to Rt 
Hon Wendy Morton MP the recently appointed Rail 
Minister, Department of Transport on the 24 January 
2022 regarding East West Rail, the letter has been 
posted on Facebook and the Haslingfield Village 
website. If you cannot access a copy, please let Lise 
Jackson, Parish Clerk, know and she will arrange to 
send you a copy parishclerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk

On Sunday 5 June we are planning an event in the village 
that we hope you can all enjoy. We will be celebrating the 
Queens’ Platinum Jubilee with a picnic lunch and events 
organised by the Eco Group. As we are all aware the 
Queen is incredibly interested in the environment, so it 
does seem appropriate to include the two for an exciting 
day. The Eco Group have had several meetings and have 
many ideas to share for this special day.

The Parish Council are at the early stage of planning 

the Big Picnic Lunch and other 
events that will take place on 
the Badcock Recreation Ground. 
We are setting up a working party 
to help with this and to consider if we 
want to arrange other events during the extended bank 
holiday, Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June. If you would 
like to join this working party, please get in touch with 
Jenny Jullien on chairman@haslingfieldparish.co.uk



Managing Parish Council Owned Land 
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The Connections Bus
The Connections 
Bus continues to be 
located in the Village 
Hall Car Park on a 
Wednesday afternoon 
from 4.00-6.00pm 
providing youth 
facilities for Year 7 
pupils up to school 
leaving age. This is 
funded by both Harlton 
and Haslingfield Parish Councils and is a great 
support for the young people of both Villages. 

Up to March 2020 we provided one volunteer from 
the Village to help alongside the two Connections  
Bus project youth workers but, due to Covid-19, it  
was decided that this was no longer a viable option. 
The Parish Council have therefore chosen to 
increase the funding to the project to supply an 
additional Youth Worker.

The Queens Green Canopy
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree 
planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from 
across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the 
Jubilee” around the country this initiative is generating 
the planting of large, celebration trees, new majestic 
avenues of trees, urban planting, and expansive new 
forests that will benefit future generations. Every 
planting is being recorded on a digital Queen’s Green 
Canopy map which will be presented to Her Majesty at 
the end of the Jubilee year.

You can now add your Jubilee tree to The Queen’s 
Green Canopy map. Her Majesty and The Prince of 
Wales planted the first Jubilee tree in the grounds of 
Windsor Castle in March, to mark the launch of the 
QGC. https://queensgreencanopy.org/map-education-
hub/qgc-map/#/ The Parish Council have planted six 
trees so far and are planning to plant to further three 
fruit trees in the Wellhouse Meadow.

Your Parish Council owns and manages several areas 
of land in the parish including the Recreation Ground, 
Wellhouse Meadow, Trinity Close footpath, the Village 
Green, Skatepark and the main green on The Elms.
Not only do we cut the grass we also cut hedges and clear 
ditches that run alongside parish land. 
The parish council owned land has many uses and whilst 
some parts of many of the sites are left deliberately 
undisturbed or lightly managed for nature, most have 
grass that is cut during the growing season. The height of 
cut grass and the frequency of cutting during the growing 
season varies depending upon its location and how the 
land is used. 
Virtually all grass cutting, and hedge trimming is carried 
out by a Contractor working to standards and frequencies 
set by the parish council with prices established by 
competitive quotes. 
Your Parish Council is aware of its environmental 
responsibilities and where we can improve biodiversity 
for the benefit of nature we do so. This means we have to 
balance the needs and expectation of users, the cost to 
the taxpayers and any environmental benefits. 
The Parish Council is working with the village ECO Groups 
and is grateful for the advice and practical support of 
many volunteers who are helping turn ideas into reality 
at no extra cost to the village. On Wellhouse Meadow we 
are undertaking a trial over the next two years to increase 
biodiversity by creating a wildlife meadow in the area 
immediately in front of the Bakehouse. This will involve 

cutting the grass twice 
a year and sowing 
wildflower seeds.  
In addition, paths  
will criss-cross the 
wildflower meadow 
so that residents will 
be able to easily view 
what is hoped 
will be a 
beautiful sight.
The existing 
orchard area of the Wellhouse Meadow 
(the area towards its northern boundary) will be expanded  
by increasing the number of fruit trees. 
You may not know that the Parish Council manages more 
than 120 trees around the parish and these require 
regular surveys to ensure that they are healthy and safe 
and do not cause a nuisance to adjacent properties. 
These surveys lead to annual work programmes by 
specialist tree management contractors
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 UPDATE ON THE PARISH COUNCIL

Your Current Parish Councillors are:

Jenny Jullien – Chairman, Tony Adcock – Vice Chairman, Clive Blower, Andrew Gillies, Ben Mavely,  
Clare Munday, Diana Offord, Zoe Ratnasothy, David Revell.

Haslingfield Parish Council welcomes communication from all its residents.

If you have any comments/questions on this Newsletter or any other local issue,  
please contact Haslingfield Parish Clerk in the first instance  

by emailing clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or calling 01223 870269
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Dogs in Haslingfield 
We are very fortunate to have many lovely spaces for dogs (and their owners!) to 
walk and run in Haslingfield. Along River Lane, there are fields leading to Hauxton 
and Harston, and a winding path along the River Rhee. A walk along School Lane 
and up to the Clunch Pits affords beautiful views. A walk all the way to Harlton will 
take you to the dog friendly pub the Hare and Hounds. Dogs are also welcome 
in the main part of the Wellhouse Meadow, behind the church. There are bins to 
dispose of dog waste near each of these places.

The only three places where dogs are not allowed in the village are: 

The picnic area of the Wellhouse Meadow, which is gated off, has a 
sign, and is intended for picnics, play and yoga/other quiet activities. 

The Badcock Recreation Ground, which was bequeathed by Henry 
Badcock for the children of Haslingfield to play upon. 

The Haslingfield Village Skatepark

Litter in the 
Village 
It has been reported that litter 
is often left lying about the 
village mainly in Wellhouse 
Meadow and the Bus Stop 
at the end of Lilac Close. 
Unfortunately, we don’t have 
a litter fairy in the village who 
would take the litter back to 
their grotto so can we please 
ask that you take all your litter 
home with you or place it in an 
appropriate litter bin.

Live Streaming Parish 
Council Meetings
We are thrilled to confirm that we will shortly be able to 
live stream Parish Council meetings each month. 

The parish council have agreed to purchase the 
equipment required which will include microphones, a 
mixer, cables and an equipment bag for storage and 
transportation.

With the purchase of this equipment will ensure 
the provision of a high quality of audio output for 
councillors, villagers and visitors. We should be able 
to share the online link to access each parish council 
meeting in advance of each monthly meeting, allowing 
a wider audience to join the meetings so that those 
parishioners who are unable to attend in person 
have open access and the facility to interact with the 
councillors during meetings. 

We will run a pilot of the live stream at the February 
council meeting to ensure we can use the new 
equipment effectively and then share the link for each 
meeting from the beginning of March 2022.

Elections May 2022
2022 is the year that all Parish Councillors, if they wish, 
have to apply to be re-elected for a further four years. 

I have decided not to stand for re-election, having 
served on the Parish Council for nearly ten years. This 
means that by May 2022 we will have at least three 
vacancies and it is important that we are successful in 
attracting villagers to fill these roles. To be eligible to 
stand for an election to the parish council you must be; 
an elector of the parish, or in the past 12 months have 
occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other premises 
in the parish, or work in the parish (as your principal or 
only place of work). 

If you are interested in either applying or learning more, 
please contact Lise Jackson at  
parishclerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk

I have really enjoyed my time with the Parish Council, 
getting involved with the village, making lots of friends 
and working alongside the other dedicated councillors. 
I am very fortunate in leaving a great team behind to 
look after you and all your interests. 

Councillor Jenny Jullien


